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[Abstract:] The Robert Taylor & Co. Crucibles the only one suitable for Mint purposes. 676 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

July 20, 1882 


Sir 


In response to your queries in relation to Black Lead Crucibles for melting Gold and 
Silver, I respectfully confirm and iterate the opinions and views expressed to you about or before 
the close of the last month, as well as at previous times, - that-, after repeated trials of such 
crucibles, made in Taunton, Mass. — Jersey City, N.J., - and in this City, -those made by Robert 
Taylor & Co. of this city have always proved best adapted to our purpose, viz. melting Gold and 
Silver, while those of other makers, for aught my trials show, may prove to be superior for 
melting steel, brass, &c. 


I would further confirm the opinion, long since expressed as the result of experiment, that 
it is highly inexpedient to make frequent trials of crucibles for melting Gold and Silver, for they 
are liable to break in the fire, in which case there is certain to be some absolute loss of the 
precious metals. It is far more for the interests of the Government that we should be content with 
a crucible, which we always find eminently, satisfactory. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent. 


